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being all present. It contains occasional angular and rounded frag- 
ments of quartz, sometimes of gneiss or some other material, scat- 
tered through it." 

This drift-sheet was described as extending from the Sierras down 
over the tertiary deposits occupying the low grounds along the 
shore. The speaker mentioned the existence of cretaceous beds near 
Bahia, some fish remains which he found having been identified as 
cretaceous by Professor Agassiz, and he spoke of the evidence of -recent 
changes of level along the Brazilian coast. He had examined the stone 
reefs at Pernambuco, Bahia, St. Cruz, and Porto Seguro, and described 
them as sea beaches which had been solidified by the lime of sea-shells, 
and which, having been separated from the shore by the encroach- 
ment of the sea, now extend along it like linear walls of rock. At 
Porto Seguro he discovered quite an extensive reef of coral, which he 
was able to trace southward to the Abrolhos Islands. This reef he 
saw at a very low tide exposed off Porto Seguro over an area several 
miles long. The corals grow up sometimes in isolated clumps like 
mushrooms, and the natives call them chaparoens. He spoke of the 
interest attaching to a still further exploration of this reef, for it is 
an entirely new ground, and would certainly afford some new and 
interesting facts to science. He announced that it was his intention 
to spend his summer vacation on the Abrolhos, taking with him a 
party, which he hoped would be fitted out by the new Natural History 
Section of the Cooper Institute. 
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